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Crow Wing’s
Horseshoe (aka

'HORSESHOE (SANDBAR) LAKE
Crow WiNG County

Sandbar) trying
to turn it around

By Tim Spielman
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Comparing it to a Dr.
Frankenstein experiment gone
awry might be a bit extreme, but
there’s little doubt in the minds of
state biologists that, in retrospect,
a certain Crow Wing County lake .
would've been better off without
the stocking of northern pike 30 to
40 years ago.

Because when that occurred, the
northern pike of Horseshoe
(Sandbar) Lake near Crosslake
shaved off the yellow perch for-
age base to a degree that limited
the availability of food in the lake
for years. Even today, fish man-
agers see residual effects. They
point to a lack of forage - especial-
ly in the form of perch —as the
reason why fish numbers aren’t
near what one would hope.

It was in 1986 that an investiga-
tional report by DNR researchers
took an in-depth look, in “Fish
Community Responses to
Nosthern Pike Stocking in
Horseshoe Lake, Minnesota.” The
report was compiled by biologists
Dennis Anderson and Dennis
Schupp of the DNR.

They noted changes in abun-
dance, size distribution, and
growth rate of walleyes, northern

They wrote: “Predation by pike
on 5- to 6-inch perch, which near-
ly eliminated recruitment of perch
to adult sizes, appeared to be a
major factor causing a collapse of
the perch population.”

Back to present. Walleyes are
few, pike are numerous but

“The lake itself is a really nice
lake, if you're not fishing,” he
says, adding that the water is clear
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der few consider it a “destination”

tion expansion of several species,
and it doesn’t enhance the forage
base.
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The rapid growth of the yellow

year to survey Horseskoe's fish
community, caught a total of
about 1,430 fish. Of those, 80 per-
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recent years to try to jump-start
the perch population. Knapp says
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tinuing a theme common in recent
years, and demonstrating little
survival of the younger ones.

Lake Profile

Horseshoe (Sandbar) Lake

T . 1 9 Nearest town............. Crosslake
= Surface water area......888 acres
Shore length................ 7.6 miles
Maximum depth............. 56 feet
e Water clarity................. 10.7 feet
H, Fish species present:
I Northern pike, largemouth
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